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Format 2008 Olympic Sailing Competition 
Race / Media village for Olympic Sailing at the Olympic Regatta 

 
A submission from the Chairman of the Events Committee 

Proposal: 
- There will be an increased emphasis on media coverage and photography of the racing 

and competitors via a closer cooperation between sailors and media.  This will entail a 
more focussed “Race Village” concept where personalities and the racing will be 
showcased live and on video (for TV and Internet) feed.   

- There will be a Race Village on the site where people can watch the sailing as it 
happens from a multitude of perspectives. 

Proposed process: 
- Decision on principle format and events/classes in November 2005 
- To adopt a working party which together with the organisers of grade 1 events develop 

a race village format that can be used at the Olympics and Grade 1 Events 
- To adopt a working party to work specifically with the technical aspects of developing 

camera and GPS standards for compulsory mounting in the Olympic Classes that can 
enhance the Race Village experience as well as the TV and Internet feeds 

Current Position: 
Sailing has today very limited TV-coverage from the Olympic Regatta. 

Reason: 
With new formats there will be opportunities to get closer to the action for Photography and 
spectators alike.  This will: 
- Secure greater excitement until the last race in the  
- Make sailing more action packed as well as simple to understand for non-sailors, 

among those TV viewers and spectators 
- Make sailing more attractive to the media, especially TV-coverage 
- Promote sailing better and thereby the attraction of our sport to non sailors worldwide 
The documented facts on TV-coverage show that Sailing has to develop the formats and 
assist the athletes to communicate their sport to the potential audience. 
During regatta ISAF, the MNA’s, the Classes and the sailors must focus on developing a 
more close relationship and cooperation with the media on a running basis as well as 
during the regattas in order to promote the sport and sailing heroes. ISAF should provide 
the MNA’s with guidance in order to develop this area in as many countries as possible. 
The proposal is in line with the objectives of Format Working Party as supported by the 
Events Committee and Council, as well as the reflections in the minutes of the ISAF 
Council meeting in May 2005 in Stockholm concerning the “Future Olympic Programme”, 
which summarised the IOC requirements for an Olympic Sport. 


